Advances in cancer research, Vol. 39. G. KLEIN Some years ago when I was asked to write a review of a particular field, I protested that very little was known on the subject. The Editor, much wiser than I, made it clear that he felt that made it an ideal topic for review. The problem with most reviews is that they are often written when the subject to be reviewed has grown to the point where it is getting difficult for all aspects to be within the compass of a single mind. That is not always a fatal flaw, however, since a review may be of value not because of the detail it contains but because of the framework within which it is written or because it comes at a moment in time when it is appropriate to be reminded of certain facts.
Advances in Cancer Research has been for many years not only an invaluable reference source but also a source of varied reviews which fall into several of the categories outlined above. The author does not appear to appreciate that for homeostasis, the rate of cell gain must equal that of cell loss and their constant ratio (R) must equal 1. This is followed by the suggestion that the slower the rate of post-mitotic aging relative to the rate of mitosis means a "lower" R value -surely it could only be higher? -yet still produce a thicker epidermis. Could this R be a misprint for N -a further constant used? It would be a pity if this were so, not only because it makes this section even more confusing but also because this book otherwise appears to be totally free of printing errors. Bullough's physics are as limited as his logic. He confuses viscosity with surface tension. This leads to a nonsense statement about the nature of forces required to separate two sheets of glass held together by a water interface. The resulting inference is thus a non sequitur, and more probably wishful thinking. The section on the initiation and promotion of cancer is naive and does not show an up-to-date understanding of the principles.
In introducing the problems, misconceptions about control processes are blamed on "cell physiologists (who) have concentrated their studies on abnormal and aberrant cell lines ... derived from tumours ..." (p. 13). Yet later we are told "it is almost unbelievable that Ryt6maa's work" (based largely on a transplantable tumour) "has not been energetically exploited" (p. 164).
The whole work is totally under-referenced. In a book like this, however, one wonders whether it is better to be ignored, as are a good number of contributors to this field of work and whose work is inaccurately represented; or to be in the same category as C.S. Potten whose extensive and widely acclaimed work on the structure and function of epidermis is mentioned - 
